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1» we eye fo rwarding to yen papers per taining to 
■BPBBBpB » wetnt oTirMM returnee. Included 
• e letter dated August 11* 1047. fra Mr* end 

re pert of physical examination Also doted August 11* 


ft* The elreuaatanees of this 
offlee but pertinent points ore 


« 3 po known to your 
hsrci 
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(e) Sr. went oversees with a physical disfeot 

of which he kncw^ut which he did. not ofcll to the 
attention of the Oovsrtsscnb* He wss assigned to ■■■■ 
which ie well known es one of the least healthful posts 
in the world* particularly in connection with digestive 
ilia* soon reported sick and wss ordered to 

si nation* Th» doctor in reported 25x1 a 

that he obeorved physical defects in, tho digestive tract 
but nothing pathological which would affect oonal 
functions. HHwae then given the choice of return- 
ing to hXu poitj or of returning to the a% hla 

own expense and was infomed that in the case ©f return 
}•*• & would be ryiuired by the provisions of Public 
2«av 600 to refund to the ®c varment* the cost On hie 
transportation to his overseas post. He was also told 
thst tha question of his illness would be reviewed for 
possible referen ce to t he Employees * Cmpenaaticn Bureau* 
Open hie return* accepted the charges fair his 

retujn as personal* but requested a review of hie ease 
to relieve hia of ropayment for the costs 25Xia 

(b) Accordingly* ho wee directed to report for a 
Physical e x a m i n ation to the Mo dieal Section* You wi ll 
nets that In IBHHBB^B interpretation he states 
the case ShotLiu not be dismissed as being nornal or as 
psjehosonatio in origin. He then states tliat it is 
pcaalbln Witt tha ditrariat oo*iId b# payoh^acmatiOft but 
that tills would renalnto be proved* 
did not know whore ■■■ had been staHonSra^bSSt 
the l iving c onditions at Ms post* 1 discussed this with 
k«j »r|^^ Mand he apoed that if the living conditions 
at ftp arc as difficult as l ■sported, the chances of 

f* 0FiGin Wer0 «*ducod 

In proportion to hardship. All Clretsastaneea taken 
tocetbar therefore* indicate that the illness at post 
was earned by living conditions indeed on a phycioal 

tri*iiil^duan ^ ******** T imptdr tbs fasalth of 
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{«) The point thus raised i« important in. considering 
the application under Public Law 600# which. provides 
t;iat In the event an employe® violates the l£!-aaemtha 
agreement# his ©xpensos both ways will b* a debt duo to 
tin* malted 5tat*o» The agreement# *u* set forth in the 
lav, .La to remain in the Governsant service for IS months* 
\mleso separated for reasons beyond his control* An 
effort has been made to &' a cover an authoritative inter- 
pr a tat ion of tb* language "separated for reasons beyond 
hla control* “ if. is believed that no eueh interpre-a*’ 
tion has been made* We are unable# for security reasons* 
to process this case to the officials who would normally 
rule of,i such a matter and Bust handl e it intemaHy* 

5 . at fault in concealing his defect# which 

if knoun^aWfuld have prevented his assignment to suoh a post 
it would not# necessarily however* have prevented 
hit 1 <HBB?;iaaent to some other oversea# post* When the condi- 
tion became critics!# ho was put on notice of alternatlvee 
and mad© his choice to come ho/ae at hie own expense* Thor® 
can* tStoreforo* be no question of the return costs* ^n ©u? 
opinion, however, this was not the type of case contemplated 
by Con-imae in enacting Public Law 600* That Aot apparently 
was designed to prevent individuals applying fc-.r Government 
smrloyr.ont to an overseas post at Government expense# end 
tvjer. leaving within a short time to undertake private intoroete 
or otherwise rtt^uoating transportation or transfer for parson®! 
reasons, in view of the lack of clear authority on thla Pft&tts 
we believe It will not be appropriate In this ease to apply 
tije language of Public Law 600 to the extent that the expanses 
to the overs*’©© post must bo considered a debt due to the 
fovornment* It wouiS. be in order therefore* for you towrit® 
iir. answer to ids letter of August 11# and tnffem 

idm Suw will not be required to reimburse fcha Government 
for trie expenses paid ©a hie .ravel to ids post overaeaa* 


urmsm w 

General Counsel 
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